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Background  

In 2015, the total Global Military Expenditure stood at USD1.773trn up from 

USD1.75trn in 2014 according to the figures released by the Stockholm Peace Research 

Institute (SIPRI) and all indications show that this figure is set to rise given the rising 

global tensions and emerging arms race. In 2015, total African Military Expenditure 

reached USD39.1bn a modest reduction from the 2014 figures that was USD44.9bn 

according to SIPRI.  

In 2014, Algeria for the first time exceeded USD10bn in military spending while Angola 

overtook South Africa as the largest military spender in the SADC region spending a 

total of USD6,8001 million while South Africa spent USD3,326 million. During the 

same period, Morocco spent USD3,8002 million, Nigeria, USD2,1003 million and Kenya 

spending USD861 million ranking sixth after Algeria, Angola, Morocco, South Africa 

and Nigeria. Increases in Algeria and Angola are attributed to high oil revenues.  

The Angola military spending is expected to rise by 2019 due to increased demand for 

border security equipment, fighter jets, multi-role aircraft, helicopters, navy vessels and 

unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs). The increase in Morocco’s military spending is 

attributed to arms race pitting Morocco and Algeria due to the Western Sahara region. 

Morocco believes that Algeria is arming the Polisario rebel group seeking autonomy of 

Western Sahara from Morocco.  

In 2012, Kenya was ranked top in East Africa in terms of military expenditure importing 

more weapons than other peers in the East African region over the same period. 

According to the SIPRI report, the total expenditure of Tanzania, Uganda, Rwanda and 

Burundi combined still fell below the Kenyan total expenditure in 2012 while in 2013 
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Kenya’s spending dwarfed the spending of other East African Countries. The Table 

below shows the East Africa Countries Comparative Military Expenditure for the period 

beginning 2009 – 2013 ($USD Million).  

East Africa Countries Comparative Military Expenditure 2009 – 2013 (USD 
Million) 

 Kenya  Tanzania  Uganda  Rwanda  
2009 597 221 292 77 
2010 633 253 624 76.5 
2011 642 266 578 75.4 
2012 798 319 319 79.8 
2013 861 380 465  
Source: Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI) 

The increasing military expenditure by Kenya during that period is attributed to: 

• Increased incidences of Al Shabaab terror attacks like the Garissa University 

attacks, Westgate siege and church attacks that have led to lose of lives. 

• ‘Operation Linda Nchi’ that saw KDF invade Somalia in response to several cases 

of kidnappings some involving foreign nationals and in search of Al Shabaab who 

were blamed for such kidnappings. 

Cumulatively, Uganda’s total military expenditure for the years 2009/2010 and 

2010/2011 amounted to USD1, 202mn almost comparing to Kenya that spent USD1, 

275mn during the same period. Lawmakers and Civil Society organizations in the East 

Africa region have continued to question the ballooning military expenditure especially 

as they have failed to get a link to improved security with such increasing expenditures. 

However the East African governments attribute such surge in military expenditure 

during the period to terror threat by the Al Shabaab and the war in Somalia.     

Introduction  

The Dar-es-Salaam Disarmament Congress scheduled for 12 to 15 April 2017 at the 

University of Bagamoyo in Dar-es-Salaam Tanzania, is organized by the Coalition for 

Constitution Implementation Kenya (CCI Kenya), a member of International Peace 

Bureau (IPB); Global Campaign on Military Spending Africa (GCOMS Africa), a 

regional chapter of the GCOMS; GCOMS East Africa, GCOMS West Africa, Uganda 

Youth Senate, the Coalition for Constitution Implementation Burundi (CCI Burundi); the 



Coalition for Grassroots Human Rights Defenders Kenya (CGHRD Kenya) and the 

Women Support Society (WSS).  

The Dar-es-Salaam Disarmament Congress will focus on the increasing trend of military 

spending in Africa, increasing regional conflicts in Africa, causes of the conflicts in 

Africa, role of East African Citizens, Peace and Justice Groups, Social Movements, 

CSOs, Governments, the East African Community (EAC), Economic Community of 

West African States (ECOWAS), Southern Africa Development Community (SADC), 

African Union (AU) in conflict resolution and alternative ways to resolving conflicts in 

East Africa.  

Coming after the Global Disarmament Congress that was held at the Technical 

University of Berlin, Germany in September last year, the Dar-es-Salaam Disarmament 

Congress will be building a case that sustainable peace can only be attained by a 

progressive regional reduction of military spending and reallocating the money to: 

• Climate Justice and Preservation of Biodiversity;  

• Peace, Human Security, Disarmament and Conflict Prevention;  

• Social Justice, Human Rights, Gender Equality, Public Services and Creation of 

decent and environmentally sound jobs;  

• Sustainable Development, New Sustainable Production and Consumption 

Patterns, Anti-Poverty Programs and the UN Sustainable Development Goals and   

• Humanitarian Programs to support Humanitarian Needs of the most vulnerable in 

the region  

Dar-es-Salaam Disarmament Congress 2017  

The Dar-es-Salaam Disarmament Congress shall be very critical as the debate of 

reducing military expenditure in East Africa and Africa has always been met by skeptics 

who indicate that Africa need to increase her military expenditure to address the 

increasing cases of insecurity in the African Continent due to increasing terror threat and 

presence of rebel groups.   

 

 



Objectives of the Dar-es-Salaam Disarmament Congress  

• To highlight the increasing trend of securitization and militarization and to 

strengthen regional activism against increasing military spending   

• To build a regional coalition of Peace and Social Justice Actors who will make 

sure that the saved money is allocated to the establishment of Peace and Social 

Justice in Africa, fighting hunger, unemployment, poor governance, poverty, 

abuse of human rights and climate change  

• To establish the impact of the global arms and nuclear race on Africa Peace and 

Security  

• To discuss the matter of continental military spending which is often left to 

security experts and governments   

• To highlight the connection between the current regional militarization and 

increasing conflicts  

• To prove that without overcoming militarism, a socio-ecological transformation 

with the goal of an equitable continental social order will be a failure.  

 

It is worth noting that the above objectives have never been addressed, neither in the 

peace movements, nor in the transformation sciences nor in the social movements that 

have such a transformation as their goal. The Dar-es-Salaam Congress will address this.  

 

The Dar-es-Salaam Disarmament Congress shall therefore provide Peace and Justice 

Activists, Social Movements and Civil Society Organizations in the African region with 

an opportunity to disabuse the notion that Africa will attain safety and security with an 

increase in military spending. We will build a case for developing peaceful ways of 

handling regional conflict and we believe that the first step to this is by shifting regional 

governments’ prioritization of spending on military to areas critical to human survival. 

The main topics of the Dar-es-Salaam Disarmament Congress shall be:  

• Analysis of Conflicts in Africa with a special focus on the causes of the conflicts 

and efforts being put in place to address the conflicts. Are there New Security 

Alternatives in Africa?  



• Status of the ongoing Peace Processes in the Africa specifically the Burundi and 

South Sudan Peace Process. Focus will also be on other strategies being 

employed to address the Africa crisis and conflicts apart from the Peace 

Processes, the role of Peace Groups, Citizens, Social Movements, CSOs, 

Women, Youths, EAC and Governments in resolving the regional conflicts and 

what they are currently doing in that regard. The Local and International 

Consequences of a Peaceful and Socially Africa and the steps needed to beef up 

efforts already being put in place to have Peaceful Resolutions of conflicts in the 

Africa will also be part of this topic.     

• Analysis of the trend of increasing military spending and securitization in the 

African region and the Economics of Security Regimens in Africa. Specific focus 

will be on establishing the value for money allocated to the military sector and 

the impact of continental military strategies, stand by efforts and military 

structures that have been put in place on continental military spending.    

• The threat of terrorism in Africa and its impact on the increasing continental 

military spending. Specific focus will be on the efforts being put in place by 

African Governments to address terrorism threat and the alternative means and 

strategies to overcome terrorism.   

• What is the Global Campaign on Military Spending? What is the Global Day of 

Action on Military Spending (GDAMS)? What is the future of GCOMS in 

Africa?    

• Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Specific focus will be on whether SDGs 

are an adequate response to Africa’s problems, the major obstacles in achieving 

SDGs in Africa, whether SDGs are attainable without Disarmament and the 

strategies that can be employed to persuade the African governments to reduce 

military spending to achieve SDGs.  

• What is the Connection between regional poor leadership, nepotism, tribalism, 

gender discrimination, racism, climate change, environment degradation and the 

increasing of military spending, militarism and securitization? 

• Is there any link between foreign military bases and military interventions in 

Africa and the status of Peace and Security in Africa? Discussions will revolve 

around whether such foreign military intervention are they a threat to regional 



Peace and Security and how we can build successful National and Continental 

Campaigns against Foreign Military bases in Africa.   

• The Link between militarization and environmental degradation and availability 

of food 

• What is the impact of current Nuclear Race between US, Russia, China, North 

Korea and Iran on the regional Peace and Security? What can Peace Groups do to 

mobilize East African Governments and Legislators to endorse the statement 

calling for the elimination of nuclear weapon and reallocation of Global Nuclear 

Budget ($100 billion per year) to implementation of SDGs?  

• What is the role of artists, musicians, sportswomen and sportsmen in 

championing for Peace and Security in Africa?  

• Building Peace Clubs in schools targeting children and in University and the 

impact it has on promoting culture of peace and peaceful resolutions to African 

Conflicts  

Expected Results  

 

• Strengthened continental coalition for Peace and Social Justice actors  

• More organizations and institutions joining the IPB and taking part in GCOMS 

activities in the future  

• Better Understanding on the issues of Militarization and Securitization and their 

impact on continental and regional peace and security 

• Developed Action Plan for Solidarity Campaign against Militarization and 

Securitization   

• Developed African Charter Against Militarization and Securitization    

• Alternative ways to resolving the conflicts in Africa including means of tackling 

terrorism   

• More knowledge of the ongoing Peace Processes in the Africa and why they have 

not yielded any       

• Better understanding of the trend of increasing military spending and the impact 

of such increasing military spending in terms of value for money  



• More organizations working on Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and 

environmental justice understanding that SDGs and Climate Justice are not 

attainable without disarmament    

• More artists, musicians, sportswomen and sportsmen joining the peace 

movements in Africa.   

• Established Peace Clubs in schools targeting children and in Universities   

Pre Congress Activities  

As a preparation to the Dar-es-Salaam Disarmament Congress, we are planning a series 

of buildup activities. The following are the proposed activities:  

• December 2016 – Formation of Local Working Group based in Dar-es-Salaam 

Tanzania and a Regional Working Group composed of members from East 

Africa. 

• January/February 2017 – Having preparatory skype meetings, finalization of the 

concept note and sharing it with partners, identification of venue of the congress 

and accommodation facilities  

• February 2017 – Identification of speakers to the Congress, development 

presentations based of focus areas and preparatory skype meetings.  

• February/March 2017 – Pre visit by the regional working group to Dar-es-Salaam 

and preparatory skype meetings   

• February/March – Development of national positions on the various topics of the 

Dar-es-Salaam Disarmament Congress (Kenya, Uganda, Burundi, Rwanda, 

South Sudan and Tanzania) and preparatory skype meetings  

• January, February, March 2017 – Continuous resource mobilization and 

preparatory skype meetings   

• Early April 2017 – Country GDAMS in Kenya and Tanzania  

• April 2017 – The East Africa Disarmament Congress in Dar-es-Salaam  

Requirements  

For the success of the planned activities, we are requesting support in the following 

areas:  



• Venue securing and booking of the conferences  

• Accommodation costs for delegates attending the Dar-es-Salaam Disarmament 

Congress from East Africa and Africa (Africa)? 

• Off the pocket allowances for the delegates  

• To and fro flight tickets/transport for the delegates travelling to the conferences  

• Facilitators’ allowances  

• Presentation on various topics  

 

 


