GDAMS Brisbane Action, April 15, 2013
The April 15, 2013 action in Brisbane, Australia, was organised by Just Peace
Queensland Inc., a community-based peace and justice group. The plans were spearheaded by
co-convener, Annette Brownlie, and their organisation was commenced three months earlier. The
GDAMS event was widely advertised from that point on, with several meetings being held to
finalise the specific actions we would take.
It was decided to present our case for a serious reduction of military spending by
Australia in several ways. Firstly it was decided to interact with the community at a key location
in the centre of the Brisbane central business district (CBD) during a busy lunchtime period on
April 15, 2013.
Secondly a series of letters were sent to persons considered favorable to the concept of
arms reduction in Australia. These persons included Senators Scott Ludlam, Doug Cameron,
Claire Moore, Larissa Waters and MP Anna Vamvakanou; plus Ron Monaghan (Secretary,
Queensland Council of Unions), Beth Mohle (Secretary, Queensland Nurses Union), Queensland
Teachers Union and the members of IPAN (Independent and Peaceful Australia Network,
www.ipan.org.au).
To support our case a two-page flyer (see below) was compiled which advertised the time
and place of the event, but primarily argued for a substantial reduction in military spending by
Australia. The flyer urged the reader to contact the Prime Minister, the Defence Minister, the
Minister for Foreign Affairs and/or the Treasurer. Phone numbers and website addresses for
everyone were provided.
At the same time a large full-colour poster (see below) was designed to bring the
attention of our contacts to the waste of resources that is the F-35 joint strike fighter.
Additionally a four-page colour brochure (see below) was prepared which forcefully presented
the case for a reduction in military spending in Australia and related that spending to the $1.75
trillion globally, and the need to redirect these resources to creating a safe, stable society. Finally
a formal petition was composed and copies made (copy below).
The two-page flyer and poster were distributed widely over the months prior to April 15.
Our large email base, the Just Peace website (www.justpeaceqld.org) and several meetings prior
to GDAMS day were targeted.
On GDAMS day of 2013 seven volunteers wearing bright red T-shirts (see photos below)
manned a table on the Queens Street Mall in Brisbane, containing a variety of pamphlets and the
petition. Scores of men and women of many ages signed the petition, which will be forwarded to
the Government of Australia. Several young members of the public stopped and spontaneously
took over the work of handing out leaflets. Large numbers of passersby took leaflets; some were
critical of our stance but most were interested in reading up on the background to our action.
We are planning a more detailed action around the F-35 strike fighter program in the
coming months as there is only marginal appreciation in Australia of the immense misdirection
of resources for this weapon system. In addition F-35 is a potent symbol of the waste that is
military spending.
We felt that we needed more advanced planning for GDAMS in future and a stronger
contact with the media. Luckily the F-35 issue received powerful and critical coverage on
Australia’s top current affairs program, Four Corners, several weeks before GDAMS 2013.
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Contact the Minister for Defence, The Prime Minister, The Treasurer and the Minister for Foreign
Affairs. If you want a reply please include your full name and address. Please note that the method of
contacting each of these people is different.

Names:
The Honourable Stephen Smith, MP, Minister for Defence
The Honourable Julia Gillard, MP, Prime Minister
The Honourable Wayne Swan, MP, The Treasurer
Senator the Honourable Bob Carr, Minister for Foreign Affairs

Writing:
Canberra Addresses:
P.O. Box 6022
House of Representatives
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

Telephone and email:
Minister for Defence, The Honourable Stephen Smith, MP

Phone: (02) 6277 7800
Stephen.Smith.MP@aph.gov.au

The Prime Minister, The Honorable Julia Gillard, MP

Phone: (02) 6277 7700
http://www.pm.gov.au/contact-your-pm

The Treasurer, The Honourable Wayne Swan, MP

Phone: (02) 6277 7340
http://www.treasury.gov.au/Forms/
Ministerial-Correspondence

Minister for Foreign Affairs, Senator the Honourable Bob Carr
http://www.aph.gov.au/Senators_and_Members/

Phone: (02) 6277 7500

Newspapers
Courier Mail:
http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/opinion/editorials/letters-form

The Australian:
Email: letters@theaustralian.com.au

Television Stations
ABC: http://www.abc.net.au/tv/abctv/contact.htm
SBS:
comments@sbs.com.au
Channel 7: Mailing address: GPO Box 604, Mount Coot-tha QLD 4001 Newsroom fax: (07) 3368 2973
Channel 9: Mailing address QLD Viewers: PO Box 72 Brisbane, QLD 4001 phone: 07 3214 9999
Channel 10: Mailing address: Sir Samuel Griffith Drive Mt Coot-tha, QLD 4066 phone: 07 3214 1010
Fax: 07 3369 3786

PETITION
Support Cuts in Military Spending in Australia.
Cancel the F-35 aircraft order of 100 planes.

Petition published by Just Peace Queensland on April 15th 2013 (www.justpeaceqld.org)
To The Prime Minister, The Honorable Julia Gillard, MP
Australia’s expenditure on military systems and personnel bears little relation to any real defence
needs. There are in addition too few resources being devoted to diplomacy, health, education,
sustainability and infrastructure in Australia.
We the undersigned ask that the parliament of the Commonwealth of Australia re-examine the
process of weaponizing our country as a strategy of supporting the foreign policy objectives of the United
States; rather than a realistic examination of the elements of a secure and far-reaching future for all
Australians.
Specifically we ask that the plans to purchase AUS$20 billion of F-35 aircraft be scrapped. There
are many controversies surrounding this weapons system, not the least of which is the aggressive nature
of this technology. It appears to be part of a complex system of weapons aimed at attempts to counter the
influence of China in our part of the world. In view of your recent successful trip to China, Australia’s
continuing support of the F-35 purchase and other weapons technology sourced from the USA makes no
sense.
When this petition has been signed by as many Australians as able, then it will be presented on
the steps of Federal Parliament in Canberra.

